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The MCW Cancer Center (MCWCC) Oncology Scientist Training and Research Fellowship (ONC STAR) is designed to
train exceptional cancer scientists. This program is designed to cultivate the next generation of oncology-focused
physician scientists by providing rigorous, multidisciplinary research training across basic, translational, and clinical
domains. This Request for Applications (RFA) is for residents and fellows with an interest in oncology at MCW.

ONC STAR provides a one- to two-year training experience centered on advanced cancer-focused research
methodologies, paired with intensive, longitudinal mentorship to support the development of independent academic
careers. The program is designed to foster a cohesive and collaborative scientific culture across MCWCC and
oncology-related training programs, creating a unified, high-quality research experience that both complements existing
Physician-Scientist Training Programs (PSTPs) and addresses current gaps in coordination and strategic vision.

Through this integrated approach, ONC STAR strengthens institutional competitiveness for recruiting and retaining
high-caliber trainees and strategically positions MCWCC for future federal training mechanisms, including T32 and
Specialized Programs of Research Excellence (SPORE) awards. The program also directly addresses persistent challenges
in oncology research training, including fragmented departmental training models, increasing clinical service demands
that limit protected research time, internal competition for research-track candidates, and national shifts affecting interest
in academic career pathways.

Eligibility and Evaluation Criteria
Eligibility
e Current trainees (medical school graduates, residents or fellows) within oncology-related programs at MCW,
including:
o General Surgery
Gynecologic Oncology
Hematology/Oncology
Interventional Radiology
Neuro Oncology, Otolaryngology
Pathology
Radiation Oncology
Surgical Oncology

O O O O O O O

e Demonstrated interest in an academic career as a physician-scientist in oncology.

e Ability to commit to 1-2 years (consecutive or nonconsecutive) of research training with up to 80% protected
time.

e US citizenship or permanent residency is not required; the applicant must hold a valid US visa.
e Applicants may receive the MCWCC ONC STAR Fellowship award only once.
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Evaluation

Applications will be reviewed by the ONC STAR Fellowship Advisory Committee who have substantial expertise in
cancer research and education. Applications will be evaluated based on:

Strength of the applicant’s commitment to an academic oncology career.
Quality and feasibility of the proposed research experience.
Fit with ONC STAR goals and potential for long-term impact.

Programmatic balance across MCWCC, including equitable representation of subspecialties.

Program Overview

Program Details

Medical school graduates, residents and fellows accepted into the program will be provided with a specialized and
accelerated training pathway towards an academic career in an oncology related field. The program will provide
intensive clinical, translational, and basic science that will integrate protected and mentored research. Training
includes individualized didactic learning as well as in broad topics such as scientific methodology, biostatistics,
and grant writing.

Applicants may work with MCW faculty with whom they have identified or will be pairing up with mentors.
Assigned by the selection committee based upon the applicant’s area of interest.

Program Expectations

Awardees of the ONC STAR Training Program are expected to demonstrate sustained commitment to academic
development, research productivity, and program engagement. The following expectations define the responsibilities of
all trainees throughout the duration of the award.

1.

Fundraising Participation: Philanthropy represents the primary funding mechanism supporting the ONC STAR
fellowship. Accordingly, trainees are expected to participate, as requested, in Cancer Center—sponsored fundraising
initiatives throughout the year.

Participation in the annual Audaxity bicycle fundraiser is mandatory for both trainee and mentor.

o Trainees must meet a minimum fundraising requirement of $500, qualifying as a registered rider at any
event distance. Mentors are expected to meet established fundraising benchmarks consistent with standard
participation levels.

o Registration and event details are available on the Audaxity website.

Scholarly Productivity: Trainees are expected to contribute meaningfully to the scientific community through
publication of original, peer-reviewed research paper(s), presentations at national or international meetings.
Grant Development and Submission: Trainees must actively pursue extramural funding opportunities by
preparing and submitting competitive research grant applications (e.g., NIH K-series awards or equivalent career
development mechanisms).

Research Engagement: Trainees are required to maintain engagement in research activities consistent with the
agreed-upon track.

Mentorship and Oversight: Each trainee will work closely with an assigned faculty mentor and will:

o Meet regularly with their mentor to review progress, refine research aims, and support career
development.

o Participate in periodic evaluations conducted by the ONC STAR Advisory Committee to assess
performance and program alignment.

Personalized Advancement Plan (PAP): Trainees must develop and maintain a Personalized Advancement Plan
(PAP) that:

o Defines individualized training objectives, milestones, and timelines.
o Identifies specific competencies and professional development needs.
o Isreviewed and updated regularly in collaboration with the trainee’s mentor and advisory committee.
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Progress Reporting: Trainees are required to present research progress annually to MCWCC leadership and
participating departments.
Program Participation: Active participation in ONC STAR program activities is required, including:

o Seminars and didactic sessions

o  Workshops focused on research and career development
o Cross-disciplinary and collaborative initiatives

Program Evaluation and Long-Term Outcomes: Trainees are expected to contribute to program evaluation
efforts aimed at assessing long-term impact. Metrics may include, but are not limited to:

o Retention in academic research or related career pathways.
o Attainment of academic appointments and career advancement milestones.

Application Overview

Applications must be submitted through the CTSI REDCap portal.
The REDCap application will require the following components:

o Applicant Statement (maximum 2 pages, typed, double spaced).
= Career goals and interest in oncology research
= Rationale for pursuing physician-scientist training
» Long-term academic trajectory
o Updated CV/Biosketch.
o Letter of support from the dean or advisor (for medical students), or residency or fellowship program
director, confirming ability to participate (including protected research time).

Timeline

The ONC STAR Fellowship Request for Applications (RFA) will be announced in July 2026.
Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis following the RFA announcement.

Applications will be reviewed periodically throughout the application cycle, with final selections based on
program needs, funding availability, and committee evaluation.

Applicants will be notified following committee review and leadership approval.

The ONC STAR Advisory Committee reserves the right to establish review cycles or priority consideration dates
as needed to support program planning and cohort onboarding.

Review Process

Applications will be reviewed in phases:

Phase Description

Application Submission Materials submitted following RFA announcement

Committee Review Applications reviewed by the ONC STAR Selection Committee

Final Notification Applicants notified after leadership review and approval

Questions about the RFA, guidelines, eligibility, and application reviews should be addressed to Stuart Wong
(swong@mcw.edu) and Michelle Malicki (mmalicki@mcw.edu).
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